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To:  Developmental Disabilities Services and Family Managed Respite Employers

From: Jennifer Garabedian, Developmental Disabilities Services Division Director
L
Date: July 6, 2026

Re: Changes to the Required Minimum Wage

This information is important. If you need help understanding it, call 1-802 241-0304.

Ces informations sont importantes. Si vous avez besoin d’aide pour les comprendre, appelez le
1-802 241-0304.

Esta informacion es importante. Si usted necesita ayuda para comprenderla, llame al 1-802 241-0304.
Ova informacija je vaino. Ako vam je potrebna pomo¢ razumijevanja, nazovite 1-802 241-0304.

Maelezo haya ni muhimu. Ikiwa unahitaji msaada wa kuyafahamu, piga simu 1-802 241-0304.

The State of Vermont and the Local 4802 of the American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Council 93, negotiated a Collective
Bargaining Agreement (CBA). AFSCME represents independent direct support
providers, including Developmental Disabilities Services providers.

Starting July 12, 2026, there is a new minimum wage for Independent Direct
Support Workers. Employees must be paid at least $16.11 per hour. You can pay
them more if you choose to. However, you cannot pay them less than $16.11 per
hour.
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Based on the new CBA minimum wage ($16.11 per hour) and the employer tax
rates (9.82%), the minimum hourly rate that you must budget for (to include
taxes) is $17.69 per hour. The new minimum daily rate increases to $257.76 per
day. The new total daily rate that you must budget for (to include taxes) is
$283.07 per day.

If you submit a timesheet with a rate below the minimum required, ARIS is
authorized by the Department to adjust the rate to the minimum required.

Additional funds will be authorized to increase the budgets so that individuals may
still access the same number of hours of service. Additional funds will be given to
individuals whose authorized budgets have rates below the newly required
minimums. Only those whose authorized budgets are below the required
minimum will receive an increase related to the CBA. Your case manager will
notify you of the increase in the Authorized Funding Limit (AFL).

Please contact your case manager with any questions related to this change.




